Notes From the Spring Leadership Meeting
March 5th and 6th, Louisville, Kentucky
by Jim Faulkinbury, CASSAR Secretary

I once again attended the semi-annual Leadership Meeting in Louisville leaving on March 4th and returning on March 7th.  Compatriot Jim Young, President of the Mother Lode Chapter, also attended with me flying on the same flights.  This meeting was particularly important for both of our presence since we are members of PG Butler’s “Travelling Museum Committee” headed by CASSAR Exec VP Wayne Griswold who was unable to attend due to illness.  PG Butler had arranged for the committee to meet with the Remnant Trust, currently headquartered in Louisville, to negotiate arrangements to include some of their treasures with the SAR treasures that would be used in the travelling exhibition.  The Remnant Trust’s holdings include a 1576 copy of the Magna Carta, a Dunlap Broadside of the Declaration of Independence, a 1st edition of Thomas Payne’s “Common Sense” and many other original documents and 1st editions.
On Thursday, I missed the IT Committee meeting on which I am a member because Jim Young and I had made the arrangements to meet with a representative of the Remnant Trust at that time.  As we went into the meeting, it became clear that they were willing to support us and in fact will be exhibiting some of their treasures at the grand opening of the new Center for Advancing America’s Heritage during the Fall Leadership Meeting this coming September.  However, they explained that although their collection is provided by benefactors, the funding to administer their operations and staffing is provided by fees generated by the exhibits.  The proposal we had did not provide sufficient reimbursements to maintain operations while several of their key items were on exhibition for a 2-3 year period.  Currently they negotiate with universities around the country and handle the contractual arrangements and receive up to $45,000 for each exhibition.  They need about $250,000 annually to sustain their operations.  Since they already handle the arrangements for exhibitions in a fashion similar to what we were proposing using a travelling museum service, I suggested the possibility of the SAR loaning our treasures to accompany their exhibits as an alternative.  This suggestion was well taken and arrangements were made to setup further negotiations with NSSAR staff and a tour of the SAR Museum so they could evaluate the potential.  If successful, the SAR could share in the exhibition fees.  PG Butler was advised of this possible change and was receptive.  Currently the NSSAR staff are looking into this arrangement.

Following that meeting, I attended the National Genealogy Committee meeting of which I am also a member.  The minutes of the September meeting were approved.  It was announced that a Bylaw change was now necessary to conform to the decisions previously reached regarding the use of DAR Record Copies.  After a discussion following Tim Peterman’s motion and Marston Watson’s second, the recommendation to present the Bylaw change to the Bylaw Committee was approved by an 11-4 vote.  The next issue was the policy on AWOL soldiers.  If information that the patriot was AWOL is found, but he subsequently received a pension or bounty land then he should be accepted as having satisfactorily service.  PG Butler called for a committee to look at the circumstances since “desertion” often only meant a missed Roll Call.  The vice-chairman requested 3 members of the committee to volunteer as a sub-committee for a review of this issue for the next Leadership Meeting.  Next on the agenda was an appeal from a prospective member whose application had by denied by both the NSSAR genealogy staff and the Genealogist General.  The appeal claimed that the SAR should accept the applicant’s grandmother’s statement that a person with known service was the same person as the applicant’s ancestor even though the first and given names were different and no other documentation of that fact was available.  Based on the information provided, the appeal was denied by the Genealogy Committee.  The genealogy staff then presented their methodology for fast-tracking applications.  Now Susan Acree goes through all of the applications submitted during the month they are currently looking at.  She will pull out those that look like they can be approved within a 20-25 minute review and will handle those.  The others will go to other members of the staff for review.  Once Susan has finished the fast-track applications for the month, she will help with the remaining balance.  Once all are processed, the staff then moves on to the next month’s application.  It was noted that December 2009 had the highest number of applications ever logged as a result of the fee change that took place in January 2010.  Under “new business” it was noted that the Form 912 needs a better description of what is acceptable in family histories and published town/county histories.  Another call was made for a 3-man sub-committee to look at this and present a proposal at the Fall Leadership Meeting.  I volunteered to be a member of this sub-committee.  Joe Dooley then presented a couple of policy statements to formally recognize a couple of actions that were previously approved by the Genealogy Committee but never implemented in the online policy statements.  One of these was the use of the book “Maine Soldier and Sailors…”.  Since there was more than one policy change but the Committee didn’t have the proposed policy, Joe withdrew the proposed changes and agreed to draft a complete policy statement for presentation at the Fall Leadership Meeting.   Next a proposed policy was presented to allow signers of the Cumberland Compact as qualified public service.  Once again a call was made for a 3-man sub-committee to review and recommend a policy for the Fall Leadership Meeting.  The final item was what to do with Spanish soldiers who were in the Galvez fleet to attack the British at Pensacola.  A hurricane forced the fleet to turn back and most of the fleet was destroyed in the storm with the loss of about 6,000 Spanish soldiers of the 7,800 on the expedition.  A policy was adopted to include anyone in that fleet as having qualifying service even though they never made it to Florida.  PG Butler then made a proposal to have trained volunteers to review supplemental applications rather than the using the genealogy staff.  He thought that supplementals were easier to process but it was pointed out that supplementals are usually more difficult.  The proposal was defeated.  The final vote was on the Tennessee Amendment to accept any application approved by the DAR and several other organizations as sufficient documentation.  The proposal was unanimously defeated and the Tennessee delegation indicated that rather than vote on it at this meeting, they would bring it up and 2010 Congress for a vote by the general membership.
At the general sessions, some of the key points were the announcement of the 2010 class of Minutemen including CASSAR’s Stan DeLong.  The Nominating Committee announced their decisions for 2010-2011 National officers including CASSAR’s Larry Magerkurth as the Secretary General and Chuck Lampman as Historian General.  PG Butler talked about the 2010 Congress in Cleveland saying it was going to be family friendly with activities for the children in attendance.  He talked about the Wounded Warrior program and how he would like to get SAR Chapters more involved.  
Treasurer General, Larry Magerkurth announced that the new SAR Library would be completed in August 2010.  The Bylaws Committee presented 5 proposals for the Trustees to consider for the 2010 Congress:  1) the changes to the Bylaw regarding acceptance of DAR applications to match the policy changes already made, 2) to not include Jr Members in computing the 50-year emeritus status, 3) to reject the Tennessee Amendment, 4) to allow for posthumous membership of candidates killed in hostile action while on active military duty, and 5) to increase the size of the independent Audit Committee.
Some of the other activities I participated in included the SAR 1000/George Washington Fellow’s breakfast where CASSAR member, John Dodd was recognized as a member for his contribution to the CAAH.  I also had the opportunity to become a charter dual member of the Spain Society.  For the Saturday Banquet, our entertainment was a rein-actor portraying Gen. George Rogers Clark.
