Report on the 120th National Congress in Cleveland, Ohio
by Jim Faulkinbury

As the CASSAR State Secretary, I once again attended the 120th NSSAR Congress in Cleveland, Ohio from June 25th through the July 1st.  Karen and I arrived at the host hotel, the Cleveland Renaissance, on the evening of June 24th flying from Sacramento through Las Vegas and onto Cleveland flying over Chicago and the south end of Lake Michigan and then over Lake Eire.  June 25th was a free day for registration and sightseeing so we took the ¾ mile walk from the hotel to the Rock & Roll Hall of Fame on the water front with Lake Eire.  We spent the afternoon looking around the wharf area and then returned to our hotel room.  On Saturday we took the first of our scheduled tours, a railroad trip through the Cuyahoga National Park along parts of the Ohio-Erie Canal to Akron and back.  A highlight of the trip was the blue heron rookery where a pair of bald eagles also have built a nest and where we were able to see one of the juvenile eagles that had just begun to fly.  The ride included an audio tour of the Cuyahoga Valley describing the history of the area and how the Ohio-Erie Canal changed the early settlement of the area.  That evening we attended the Ohio State Society’s host reception.

Sunday began the formal meetings of the Congress.  I first attended the Color Guard Breakfast where the Color Guard events were discussed and sign-ups made.  Following lunch, Karen and I went to the plaza in front of the hotel for a tour of the Cuyahoga County Soldiers and Sailors Monument built in 1888 by architect Levi Scofield, a captain who served from the area in the Union Army during the Civil War.  Surrounding a 122’ marble column and the building, the monument depicts 4 realistic sculptures of battle scenes.  In the building are inscribed the names of all participants in the Union forces who served from Cuyahoga County among beautiful stained glass windows and more bronzes and relics of the War.  At 2:30pm the annual SAR Memorial Service was held across the plaza at the Old Stone Church, a Presbyterian Church first built in 1820.  I participated with the Color Guard in the procession to the church.  That evening, the California delegation had diner at a local restaurant.
On Monday, the Opening Session of the Congress was held.  The Color Guard presented and posted the Colors to open the session.  Following the introductions of the National Officers, past President Generals present, the host society officers, national representatives of the DAR, CAR, OFPA, SR, and the American Legion, the presentation of gifts was made.  A challenge was made for every chapter to donate $500 to the CAAH.  Next streamers were presented to those chapters and State societies that participated in the Laredo Texas Parade, the Arlington National Cemetery wreath laying ceremony and the Gen. George Rogers Clark celebration.  The National officers then gave their reports followed by the committee chairmen’s reports.  The Americanism Committee announced that the theme for the annual Americanism Poster Contest for 2011 would be the Battle of Cowpens.  The Bylaws Committee described the Bylaw changes that were submitted.  The addition of a Posthumous Membership to Bylaw 1 for candidates killed in action in the line of duty was referred back to the Bylaws Committee because it was too vague in its present form.  Changes to Bylaw 5 regarding the status of the France Society as semi-autonomous were referred back to the Bylaws Committee for further work.  The changes to Bylaw 18 regarding composition of the Independent Audit Committee passed.  The changes to Bylaw 19 regarding exclusion of Jr. Memberships in the 50 year active membership requirement for Emeritus Membership status also passed.  The Bylaws Committee then described the “Tennessee Amendment” that had been submitted as a Bylaw proposal.  Compatriot Rick Hollis of the Tennessee Society requested that he be allowed to withdraw the Tennessee Amendment.  The session was adjourned for the Youth Awards Luncheon where the National recipients of the Rumbaugh Orations Contest, Knight Essay Contest, Outstanding JROTC Contest, and Eagle Scout Contests received their awards and read their respective essays.  The winner of the Americanism Poster Contest was announced and once again, the CASSAR Gold Country Chapter’s entry was selected as the National winner.
After lunch, the General Session was reconvened.  Law Enforcement awards were given to OHSSAR recipients.  A point of order was raised concerning the Tennessee Amendment.  According to Roberts Rules of Order, the proposal couldn’t be withdrawn by the submitter and would have to be brought up under new business.  The committee reports continued, the budget was accepted, and the minutes of the 119th Congress in Atlanta, GA were approved.  A motion was made to allow the Executive Committee to give approval to sell our existing building and vacant lot if an interested party made a good offer.  It was indicating that if they didn’t have this authority, they could not make a deal for the property until the next Congress in July 2011.  There was a lengthy discussion regarding this issue and whether or not authority had already been granted for a 2/3rds  vote of Trustees to accept an offer two years ago.  The issue was postponed to be discussed later.
Under new business, Rick Hollis of TNSSAR once again addressed the Tennessee Amendment by postponing it indefinitely.  The Resolutions Committee presented resolutions to 1) be sent to the National Park Service to designate the battle of Camden battlefield as a National Battlefield, 2) to urge Congress to adopt the “Honor and Remember” flag as a National Symbol, 3) to urge Congress to award the Medal of Honor to Gen. George Washington, and 4) to authorize the preparation of a resolution recognizing the 100th anniversary of the Boy Scouts of America.  All resolutions were approved by the delegates.  Following recess of the Opening Session, CASSAR President Wayne Griswold, called a meeting of the CASSAR Executive Committee to discuss some issues facing the California Society.  That evening, the Recognition and Awards ceremony was held.  Six new Minutemen, including CASSAR compatriot Rev. Stanley DeLong, were inducted.  Then the State and Chapter awards were given as well as the National Society Medals.  
On Tuesday, the 2nd Session was held.  PG Ed Butler first appointed tellers for the contested election for Genealogist General which would be held later in that afternoon.  Minutes of the Spring Leadership Meeting were then approved.  A review of the revised Bylaw change for Posthumous Memberships of soldiers killed in action was read.  There was still too many unanswered questions regarding the issue and it was tabled for reconsideration at a future Congress.  The Bylaw changes regarding the France Society were also postponed indefinitely.  A motion was made from the floor to restore the annual dues fee for Jr. Members back to $5.  Wayne Griswold seconded the motion and it passed.  Genealogist General Joe Dooley was given kudos for being the director of the very successful 1st academic “Annual Conference on the American Revolution” held at West Point for university professors to present their papers on the subject “Sons of the Father – George Washington and his Protégés”.  Past PG Appleby recognized the LAUX for their “Patriots Project” sending over 50 gift boxes to soldiers in Afghanistan and Iraq and requested those present to contribute for the postage costs for shipping which would be over $600 (over $950 in contributions were raised in response).  As Chairman of the Nominating Committee, PG Appleby then read off the names of the uncontested candidates for National Offices.  They were elected unanimously.  They were:
President General – J. David Sympson (KYSSAR)

Secretary General – Larry J. Magerkurth (CASSAR)

Treasurer General – Stephen  A. Leishman (DESSAR)

Chancellor General – Judge Thomas E. Lawrence (TXSSAR)

Registrar General – Lindsey C. Brock (FLSSAR)

Historian General – Charles Lampman (CASSAR)

Librarian General – Miles K. Dechant (PASSAR)

Surgeon General – Lee C. Park (MDSSAR)

Chaplain General – Rev. A. Clark Wiser (NCSSAR)

SAR Foundation Board – Hon. Edward F. Butler (TXSSAR) and I. Barnett Ellis (KASSAR)

Nominating speeches were then presented for the two candidates for Genealogist General; Joseph W. Dooley (VASSAR) and Paul M. Hays (DCSSAR).  The final report of the Credentials Committee was made.  There were 397 attendees at the Congress of which 248 were delegates.  There being no further business, the 2nd Session was recessed.  At 3:00pm, the poll was opened for the contested election of Genealogist General.  That evening the President General’s Awards Banquet was held with the Color Guard once again presenting and posting the Colors.  Special awards were presented by PG Butler following a presentation about Fort Laurens, an Ohio fort that was built to protect the settlers from the British in Fort Detroit and their Indian allies.  The fort was designated by Congress in 1917 to be reconstructed but nothing has been funded thus far and funds are now being sought for the reconstruction of the fort.
Wednesday brought the Final Session of the Congress.  The proposed request to authorize sale of the existing building and vacant lot was revised and approved giving the Trustees authorization to accept an offer with a 3/4ths vote.  Joe Dooley’s reelection as Genealogist General was announced and the session was ended.  This was followed by tours of the city or of the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame.  Karen and I selected the later and had a nice tour of the Rock and Roll museum.  The day ended with the President General’s Banquet in which the new elected officers were sworn in followed by the ring ceremony presenting George Washington’s signet ring to the new PG as a symbol of his office.  PG Sympson then gave a speech in which he delineated his goals for the next year.  Among them was an emphasis on reinstatements of dropped members.  He also announced a major consolidation of the various National committees and reductions in the members of several of these committees.  The Genealogy Committee is one such committee on which the membership has been modified.  I remain the only member of the California Society to have a seat on this committee and am also still a member of the IT Committee.  Following the speech, the Color Guard retired the Colors to adjourn the Congress.
The next day we returned home via Chicago.  Once again, it was a busy but great experience.

